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Introduction 
 
This Landscape Manual, published by the Landscape Review and Beautification 
Commission, is intended as a supplement to the City of Fairbanks Landscape 
Ordinance to provide information useful to those who are required to comply with 
the Landscape Ordinance.  This Manual does not add additional requirements and 
in case of a conflict, the Landscape Ordinance takes precedence.  A copy of the 
ordinance is attached for your reference (see Appendix). 
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Landscape Design Standards 
Summary of Requirements 
 
Residential 

Type of Construction Landscaping/Screening Requirements 

Single family, duplex or triplex: 
 

 No requirements 
 

4-Plex – 12-Plex:  One (1) tree per dwelling unit 

Greater than 12-Plex:  Same as Commercial (see below) 

 
Storage/Warehouse/Industrial 

Type of Landscaping/Screening Required Summary of Requirements 

 
Street Parking Lot Screening Only 
 

 Street Parking Lot Screening  
 Trash Screening (see below) 

 
Miscellaneous 

Type of Construction Landscaping/Screening Requirements 

Central Business District: Where no setbacks 
or off street parking is required or provided  Trash screening (see below) 

Central Business District:  
Where parking is provided 

 Follow all parking lot screening 
requirements (see below) 

New development adjacent  
registered historical structure 

 Buffer landscaping as approved by 
Landscape Review Board (see below) 

Existing Building – Unchanged  No requirements 

Existing Building – Change in Use  Comply with this ordinance (see below)

 
NOTE: Additional requirements could apply if there are easements and/or rights-of-way related 
to the property in question (for example, utility easements).  More restrictive site triangles may 
be required due to speed and sight distances on given properties.  Consult with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and/or the City of Fairbanks Engineering Department. 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 Landscape Manual -- Revised 03/01/06 

3

Landscape Design Standards 
Summary of Requirements 
 
All Other New Construction and Change of Use Construction 
Type of Landscaping 
and/or Screening 
Required 

Summary of Plantings, 
Beds and/or Structures 
Required 

Parameters/Conditions for 
Plantings/Structures 

Street Parking Lot 
Screening  

Minimum Planting 
Requirements: 
 
 One (1) deciduous or 

evergreen tree per 
each 25 lineal feet of 
street frontage or 
fraction thereof; 

AND 
 One (1) approved 

shrub planted for 
each required tree. 

 
Required trees/shrubs may be planted 
anywhere along street frontage area 
provided that: 

 Total number of required trees and 
shrubs are planted; 

 A minimum planting bed of 25sf 
with no dimension less than 5ft is 
provided for each tree; 

 Each bed consists of at least one 
tree; 

 Distance between beds and open 
street areas do not exceed 90 lineal 
feet. 

 Does not interfere w/ easements or 
rights-of-way (see below); 

 All planting beds must be 
protected from vehicular damage 
by the provision of some form of 
vehicle stop such as a curb or 
wheel stop (see fig.10 on pg.15). 

 

Perimeter Parking Lot 
Screening 

Minimum Planting 
Requirements: 
 
 One (1) deciduous or 

evergreen tree for 
each 35 lineal feet of 
interior parking lot 
frontage or fraction 
thereof; 

 
AND 
 
 One (1) approved 

shrub planted for 
each required tree. 

 
Required trees/shrubs may be planted 
anywhere along interior lot line frontage 
area provided that: 

 Total number of required trees and 
shrubs are planted; 

 A minimum planting bed of 25sf 
with no dimension less than 5ft is 
provided for each tree; 

 Planting beds consist of at least 1 
tree; 

 The distance between planting 
beds and open interior lot areas 
does not exceed 120 lineal feet; 

 Does not interfere w/ easements or 
rights-of-way (see below); 

 All planting beds must be 
protected from vehicular damage 
by the provision of some form of 
vehicle stop such as a curb or 
wheel stop (see fig.10 on pg.15). 
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Landscape Design Standards 
Summary of Requirements 
 
All Other New Construction and Change of Use Construction continued… 
Type of Landscaping 
and/or Screening 
Required 

Summary of Plantings, 
Beds and/or Structures 
Required 

Parameters/Conditions for 
Plantings/Structures 

Interior Parking Lot 
Screening for lots with 
greater than 75 
parking spaces 

 One (1) planting bed 
for first 75 parking 
spaces; 

 
     AND 
 

 One (1) additional 
planting bed for each 
additional 25 spaces 
or fraction thereof. 

 

 
 Each planting bed shall consist of a 

minimum of 2 trees and 1 shrub; 
 Minimum planting area shall be 

not less than 80 sq ft w/no 
dimension less than 8 ft; 

 Planting beds may be consolidated; 
however, a minimum of 2 separate 
planting beds shall be provided 
where multiple beds are required; 

 All planting beds must be 
protected from vehicular damage 
by the provision of some form of 
vehicle stop such as a curb or 
wheel stop (see fig.10 on pg. 15). 

 

Trash Screening 
 Visual screens not 

less than seventy-five 
(75%) opaque 

 Shall consist of living plant 
material, natural or man-made 
construction material or a 
combination thereof. 

Buffer Landscaping 
(between different 
land use areas as 
determined by FNSB 
title 18 zoning 
ordinance) 

 A continuous 
planting bed an 
average of 10 feet in 
width and not less 
than 8 ft with 
provision for 
protection from 
vehicular damage 
such as a curb or 
wheel stop (see fig.10 
on page15 for 
examples). 

 
 Shall consist of evergreen trees at 

least five ft in height with a ratio of 
height to spread no less than five to 
three and deciduous trees a 
minimum of eight ft in height with 
no more than 50% being deciduous 
planted at average intervals no 
greater than ten feet on center; 

OR 
 Two rows of evergreen trees a 

minimum of 6 ft in height and an 
average of 8 ft in height, with a 
ratio of height to spread no less 
than five to three, planted at 
average intervals no greater than 
ten feet on center. 

 
 
NOTE: Additional requirements may apply if there are easements and/or rights-of-way related 
to the property in question (for example, utility easements).  More restrictive site triangles may 
be required due to speed and sight distances on given properties.  Consult with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and/or the City of Fairbanks Engineering Department. 
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Landscape Design Standards 
What do we mean when we say…? 
 

1. Street Parking Lot Screening – refers to landscaping consisting of approved trees and 
shrubs that provide a natural and partial barrier or buffer between a street or public right 
of way and a parking lot. 

 
2. Perimeter Parking Lot Screening – refers to landscaping consisting of approved trees 

and shrubs that provide a natural and partial barrier or buffer between an interior property 
line and a parking lot. 

 
3. Interior Parking Lot Screening – refers to landscaping consisting of approved trees and 

shrubs that provide a natural and partial barrier or buffer to break up the large interior 
expanse of a parking lot.  Under this definition, the term “interior parking lot” includes 
all on-site parking spaces including access roadways and parking aisles; the term “interior 
parking lot” does not include the first row of street perimeter parking or island extensions 
of street or perimeter landscaping. 

 
4. Trash and/or Garbage Areas – are any exterior centralized areas that include 

dumpsters, garbage receptacles, bins and trash cans. 
 

5. Screen – refers to the method of reducing the visual impact of vehicle use areas and 
garbage collection areas.  Screens may consist of berms, approved plants, fences, walls or 
a combination thereof.  Trash and garbage screens shall be 75% opaque. 

 
6. Parking Lot Surface Improvement – applies to existing parking lots which are 

upgraded with a paved or chip asphalt surface. 
 

7. Buffer Landscape – describes a continuous landscape area which separates and partially 
obstructs the view of two separate land uses or properties from one another (for example, 
a commercial property from a residential property).  Buffer landscaping must provide 
year-round screening.  Buffer landscaping may include berms and/or decorative fences in 
conjunction with required trees and shrubs. 

 
8. Deciduous – describes a tree or shrub with foliage that is shed annually. 

 
9. Evergreen – refers to a tree or shrub that retains its foliage throughout the year. 

 
10. Shrub – refers to a trunk-less woody plant, smaller than a tree consisting of several stems 

growing from the base. 
 

11. Tree – refers to a woody perennial plant that grows to a height of several feet and 
typically has a single erect main stem with side branches. 

 
12. Berm – describes an earthen embankment or wall. 

 



  
 
 
 Landscape Manual -- Revised 03/01/06 

6

Landscape Design Standards 
Approved Plant Materials and Ground Cover 
 
 
 
The following are plants that have proven hardy in the Fairbanks area. Other trees and 
shrubs may be used if approved by the Landscape Review Board: 
 
Trees, evergreen: 

White Spruce, Lodge Pole Pine, Scotch Pine.   
 
 Trees, deciduous: 

Paper Birch, Showy Mountain Ash, European Mountain Ash, Canada Red Cherry – 
Choke Cherry, European Bird Cherry – May Day, Amur Choke Cherry, Crabapple, 
Aspen, Cottonwood/Balsam Poplar, Tamarack (Eastern Larch), Siberian Larch. 
 

Shrubs: 
Dwarf Pea, Peking Contoneaster, Silverberry, Amur Maple, Goose berry, Rose Tree of 
China,  Black Currant, Alpine Currant, Spirea, Roses, Potentilla, Lilacs, Nanking Cherry. 
Creeping Juniper, Common Juniper, Muhgo pine, Red-osier, Siberian or Dwarf  
Dogwoods, Siberian Pea Shrub, Serviceberry, Honeysuckles, Lilacs, Nanking Cherry, 
Russian Olive.  

 
Ground Cover: 

Grass, Boulders, Mulch, Wood or Bark Chips, Planted Berm, Screed Gravel, Annual 
Flowers. 

 
 
 
 
 
Remember:   

The species and method of planting you choose will greatly impact the survival of 
your plantings.  We encourage you to consult with an expert for the “best planting 
methods” available for each individual species you choose to plant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1 –  Planting Details / Deciduous 
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Figure 2 – Planting Details / Evergreen 
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Figure 3 – Planting Details / Perennial 
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Figure 4 – Planting Details / Shrub 
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Figure 5 – Landscape Requirement Example 
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Figure 6 – Example Landscape Solution 1 / Continuous  
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Figure 7 – Example Landscape Solution 2 / Discontinuous 
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Figure 8 – Planter for Slopes Greater than 3:1 / Section 

 
 
Figure 9 – Planter for Slopes Greater than 3:1 / Plan 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 Landscape Manual -- Revised 03/01/06 

14
 



 
 
 
Figure 10 – Planting Bed Protection Options 
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Appendix 
 
 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Title 18 Zoning Ordinance Excerpts 
 
 
Map of Area Described in Section 10-436(B)(3) of City of Fairbanks Landscape Ordinance 
 
 
City of Fairbanks Landscape Ordinance 
 



Excerpts from Fairbanks North Star Borough Title 18 
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Excerpts from Fairbanks North Star Borough Title 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 Landscape Manual -- Revised 03/01/06 

18



Excerpts from Fairbanks North Star Borough Title 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 Landscape Manual -- Revised 03/01/06 

19



Map of Downtown Fairbanks Core Area as referred to in Section 10-436(B)(3) 
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